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This is a publication of All Nations Christian Fellowship
in Brooklyn Center, Minnesota. For those of our readers
not already familiar with our story, please allow us to
introduce ourselves to you. God has been so good to
us as we’ve fellowshipped together for nearly six years,
and we believe you will be encouraged and blessed to
hear of His faithfulness. Those already familiar with us,
here’s a walk down memory lane.
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All Nations Christian Fellowship desires
to be a family from all nations that
passionately exalts Jesus Christ as Savior,
Treasure, and LORD over all of life and to
extend his love through the transforming
power of the gospel.

Facing Race
Through Grace
by Geoff Nelson

Since there is neither a biblical nor a
biological basis for the concept of “race”,
both whites and blacks need to rethink their
personal identities in order to glorify God
by living as Christian
brothers and sisters.
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Race has effects - illogical
effects - nonetheless. Dr.
Young told the story of a
woman in her late thirties
who came up to him
after one of his messages.
Although growing up
in a “white” home and
thinking herself “white”
all her life, it came to light
after many years that her
birth father, whom she

had never known, was
actually African-American.
All of a sudden she was
“black”. The information
had insidious results
on her high-school age
son. Formerly an honor
student, he “fell apart” and
dropped out of school.
Why should the revelation
of an ancestor’s skin tone
have such a significant
impact and fall-out on a
family’s life?

A L L

Both lecturers stressed
the fact that race is a
“social and political
construct” and not
something “ontological”.
“Race is a theological
problem”, Dr. Allen Joseph,
pastor of ANCF, said in
his message, entitled
“Whiteness and Blackness:
A Reconnoitering of Race
Biblically”. Dr. Kenneth
Young in his address
“Racial Reconciliation:
A Three-Tier Approach”
pointed out that the genes
that produce the outward
appearances tied to
“race” are very minimal in
number and that therefore
race has no scientific basis.

O F

That was a main theme
during the “Facing
Race Through Grace”
symposium held at
All Nations Christian
Fellowship (ANCF)
on Saturday February 26, 2011. About 150
people attended the event which included
visual arts, lectures, music, dance, worship,
food, and fellowship.

T H E

e

WORLDVIEW

But there are even worse
aspects of the concept
of race. Those who hold
to it are actually atheists,
according to Dr. Joseph,
since the Scriptures
declare that God made all
men from one man, and
any mention of separate
ancestors (an essential
piece of the concept of
race) makes God a liar. And
if God is a liar, there is no
God. Such a doctrine also
destroys the effectiveness
of the atonement, since
it denies the kinship of
Christ with all men.
Continued on next page
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“racialization”. They only
can be identified as “white”
racially if they consciously
embrace racism.

T H E
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W I N T E R

But both men also spoke
of the direction to go
after it is realized that
the concept of “race”
is bogus. Dr. Joseph
pointed to the example
of Charity Straszheim,
who earlier had presented
an exploration of her
“whiteness” through visual
arts (see sidebar), as one
example to follow. “Each
person needs to look
at his or her whiteness
or blackness on his or
her own”. And Dr. Young
pointed out that “white”
people are also victims of

But no one at the
conference denied that
racism and its effects still
exist systemically and
socially. “No one gets up
and decides to be white
today”, said Dr. Young that is, no one decides to
take white privileges and
advantages to themselves,
but such inequalities still
exist today. And because
of past racial evils, some
black people today
consider Christianity to be
a “white person’s” religion
– something Dr. Joseph
laments. Dr. Young spoke
of a definition of blackness
that involves shared
abuse, and of the instant
bonding that can occur
between total strangers
when they recognize that
they share that common
suffering.

A time of worship
involving video, dance,
hymns, and rap followed
the lectures. Rap
artist Darrin Gregory
coordinated the worship
time with the stated
purpose of showing
African American worship
throughout history. “Blacks
started out worshipping
out of their experiences,”
said Darrin, “but they
need now to worship out
of truth. For one thing,
that means not thinking
that being victims of
racism gives them any
righteousness before God.”
There is still work to
be done after ridding
ourselves of the idea of
race. Dr. Young stated that
we need to rethink and
reattach our identities
in non-racial categories,
admittedly not an easy
thing. That will then lead
to dialog between both
categories of race victims.
But there is a Biblical
precedent: in the book
of Philemon, the Apostle
Paul tells the slaveholder
Philemon to accept his
runaway slave back as a
“brother”. Between the
lines Paul is encouraging
Philemon to free him,
but the greater message
is that of equality under
Christ.
That is where the
church comes in. Racial
reconciliation is not shared
chicken dinners or pulpit
exchanges, but really is
sanctification, said Dr.
Young. He also stressed
the importance of what
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ANCF is trying to do as
expressed in its mission
statement, (ANCF will
have) “A commitment to
the church by building a
multi-racial and socially
diverse family of God,
were everyone is loved
and accepted.” The church
can be a model to the
world and even the
angels. (Eph. 3:10)The
world cannot shake off
the effects of racialization,
but 120 people in a church
can, and they in turn can
influence thousands.
The symposium had
an effect at least in the
consciousness of those
who attended. One man’s
expectations prior to
attending was to receive
a better understanding
of how race relations
developed over history
to the place where they
are today. But the actual
event was “so much more”.
It was “impactful” and
made the issues “much
more tactile”, that is, easily
understandable.

An Interview With An Artist

Charity Straszheim, a visual artist from the
Twin Cities area, led off the symposium with a
presentation entitled “Blackness and Whiteness:
Identity Exploration in Visual Arts”, which
surveyed how some artists have explored their
“racial” identities. We followed up with Charity a
few weeks after the event.

W I N T E R

What are your thoughts
on the symposium now
after it is finished?
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Charity: It’s kind of
hard to say, because
African-American art
is one of the things I
have been researching
independently for the past
3 years.

•

How much time did you
take to prepare?

N A T I O N S

Charity: I wasn’t nervous
– at first I wondered how
fitting it was for me to give
a presentation as a young
white female.

Charity: Sure, I’m not
sure that this is the exact
answer I gave, but – when
I took my Human Relations
course at Northwestern
(St Paul), at one point I
realized that if I am going
to teach in a multi-cultural
classroom, I needed to
understand more about
the ethnic backgrounds
of my students. I started
learning about Eastern
history, and I read Indian
and Chinese authors
before I went to China
in 2009, then I started
learning more about black
artists. I read biographies
of people like Booker T.
Washington and Frederick

A L L

How did you feel about
giving a presentation to
the Symposium?

Can you repeat what
you told the Symposium
crowd about how a white
rural Iowa girl became
interested in bridging the
racial divide?

Charity: Well, recently
I haven’t been making
much art. I have been
getting frustrated with
the art establishment. Art
has become a high culture
thing separated from daily
life. I have been working
on how to work through
that - how to make art that
is still good art but also
make art that is accessible
to people.

O F

CHARITY
STRASZHEIM
is a graduate of
Northwestern College
in St. Paul.

What new directions
has your work gone in
recently?

V O I C E

Charity: Yes. Because of
the independent research
I mentioned earlier – there
were a couple of artists
that I learned a little more
about

He makes really beautiful
paintings with a lot of
technical skill. Today a lot
of people do
things like hire others to
help make their work.
Yet, here he is, working
now, and using a high
degree of technical skill in
a traditional way but still
speaking to contemporary
issues.
T H E

Did you already know
about the black artists
you presented?

Douglass. Then it just
compounded on itself. I
was Research Assistant in
the Multi-Cultural affairs
office at Northwestern
and became involved in
various things they were
doing including taking a
Civil Rights tour through
the south. Then these
ideas became integrated
into how I was making my
art.

Charity: I was really
encouraged by the overall
tone of the symposium.
I felt it was well received,
that people were not
getting overheated, but
were able to process
through these things.
Who is your favorite
artist?
Charity: Hard to say
because it changes. I guess
my favorite contemporary
artist is Kehinde Wiley.
5
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A Reconnoitering
of Race Biblically
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by Dr. Allan Joseph, Pastor, ANCF

In order to state the relevant problem
as concretely as possible, this paper is
intentionally about Whites and Blacks,
but the problem extends to all people
groups, as it relates to the composition of
mankind. The problem can be formulated
thus: Whiteness and Blackness, is mankind
a plurality of races? It is my belief that this
problem cannot be determined through
scientific studies as the existence and the
being of man is grounded in the being of
God, and, as such, it moves beyond scientific
inquiry to Theo-metaphysical inquiry,
to which belong ultimate questions and
answers.
Believing that God is the absolute origin
of human beings and everything else that
exists, determines in an absolute sense our
view of knowledge. From this perspective,
every knowledge transaction is a reference
to God, and nothing can be understood
objectively and correctively without
absolute dependence upon God and His
revelation. Thus, all problems of knowledge,
whether about God, ourselves, other created
things, or our relation to them, must be seen
and understood in the light of the absolute
revelation of God to man in the Scriptures.
To be clear, the goal here is not merely to
confirm whether there is a plurality of people
groups, but is it the case that mankind is
composed of a plurality of races?
6

THE PROBLEM.
WHITENESS AND
BLACKNESS:
IS MANKIND A
COMPOSITION OF A
PLURALITY OF RACES?
In Acts 17:26 we read,
“And he [God] made from
one man every nation
of mankind to live on
the face of the earth…”
This is a succinct account
of the origin of human
beings: Every nation has
it origin in God. But how
are we to understand the
word “nation?” To be sure,
the term race has been
considered as equivalent
to the term “nation”
and the terms are used
interchangeably, but this is
a confusion of terms.
The term “nations” is a
translation of the Greek
word εθνοs (literally ethnos)
from which we get the
word ethnic. It refers to
people who share a distinct
culture, such as the Jewish
nation (John 11: 48) or the
Gentiles (Luke 2:32), but it
is never used as a synonym
for race. In fact, the word
race does not appear in

the Bible at all. In the OT
you will find references to
nations, peoples and tribes,
but not race. In Psalm
2:1-2 for example we read,
“Why do the nations rage
and the people imagine a
vain thing? The kings of
the earth set themselves
and the rulers take counsel
together against the Lord
and his Anointed…” (Cf. Ps.
33:10, 97:10; 47:1).
If there is any passage of
Scripture where one would
expect to find something
about races of mankind, it
would be Revelation 5: 9-10,
as this passage speaks of
the end or final state of all
things, but even there, there
is no mention of race. The
passage reads:
And they [the four living
creatures and twenty-four
elders] sang a new song,
saying, “Worthy are you to
take the scroll and open its
seal, for you were slain, and
by your blood you ransomed
people for God from very tribe
and language and people and
nation, and you have made
them a kingdom of priest unto
our God, and they shall reign
on the earth.

•
S U M M E R
2 0 1 1

To put this in a concrete context,
Whiteness and Blackness are
a pseudo-scientific biological
construct originated in laboratories
during the 16th and 17th centuries.
At first mankind was divided into

N A T I O N S

THE CLASSIFICATION OF
HUMAN BEINGS
ACCORDING TO RACE

A L L

As a result of this spreading of
Noah’s descendants, there would be
near and distant nations. Moses,
speaking about this phenomenon
said, “When the Most High gave
the nations their inheritance, when
he divided mankind, he fixed the
borders of their peoples according
to the number of the Sons of
God” (Deuteronomy 32:8). This

Now this invention was not for
purely academic reasons. It was
for political and socioeconomic
advantages of Whites over Blacks
and other people groups. The
greatest encouragement to use
the race construct came from
the governments of Europe,
as they were carrying out their
profitable colonial enterprises.
The race construct became a
tool to subjugate, dominate and
control other people groups. Thus,
Whiteness and Blackness became
a tool for gaining and maintaining
power and privilege.

O F

The point of this genealogical
account is a differentiated
universality or universality in
differentiation, as the history of
Noah’s descendents from Adam
continued in a multiple form after
the flood. In Genesis chapter 9:7,
God repeated the blessings of
Adam to Noah, “Be fruitful and
multiply.” He added, however, “[T]
eem [spread] upon the earth and
multiply in it” (cf. Genesis 1:28). The
world of nations is the outcome of
this blessing. To be sure, the process
began with the genealogical table,
but was completed through the
spreading of the people at the tower
of Babel (Genesis. 11). Thus, the
nations were born. 1

Thus, through the multiplying and
spreading of the descendants of
Adam over the face of the earth
were born the nations, ethnic
groups geographically determined
with members having a shared
consciousness and cultural identity. 2
Now a person can be a member of
more than one ethnic group, but this
cannot be the case with race, as race
is unitary. Accordingly, a person can
only be a member of one race. For
example, if blackness is a race and
whiteness is another race, then a
Black person can only be a member
of the Black Race and could never
be a member of the White Race;
neither could there be a person
of mixed races. Thus, in addition
to other problems, which we shall
consider later, the classification of
human beings according to race
also faces the problem of explaining
the existence of Mulattos, people
of mixed White and Black, as there
can be no inter-breeding of the
races.3 Not only is this classification
unbiblical, it is also erroneous, for it
denies the existence of Mulattoes in
their essential being. Where did it
originate and why?

three kinds of races, Caucasoid,
Mongoloid and Negroid. Later
other groups were added. This was
based on the premise that not all
the races are equal. Accordingly,
the Caucasoid Race was viewed as
exceedingly superior in all respects:
mental, physical and spiritual.
To prove their theory, scientists
performed measurements on a small
collection of skulls that had been
collected from all over the world.4
Given their premise, it was not
surprising that the results of their
finding were that the Caucasoid
Race was superior, a position that is
maintained by some, even today.

V O I C E

THE BIRTH OF THE NATIONS

corresponds with what we read in
Acts 17:26f. “And he made from one
man every nation of mankind to
live on the face of the earth, having
determined allotted periods and the
boundaries of their dwelling place.”

T H E

From the foregoing discussion, we
cannot but conclude that there is no
such thing as races. This, however,
raises the question of how do we
explain the morphological and
external differences in people? This
question brings us back to our text
that God made from one man every
nation of mankind to live on all
the face of the earth (Acts 17:26).
The morphological differences
and external differences can be
explained as different nations.
Genesis 10, rightly called the
ethnological table, gives us a distinct
account of the birth of the nations.

From 1500 until the time of the
civil rights movement in the 1950’s
and 1960’s every aspect of life in
America was defined explicitly
and intentionally as an expression
of Whiteness. America was built
on the understanding that its
resources were exclusively for
White People. During the period of
Slavery, Blacks were considered as
chattel or property for the means of
production, and existed for the sole
Continued on next page

This was a gracious intervention. If sin had been left unchecked, the nations would have been destroyed. God confounded the language of the descendents of Noah
and dispersed them over the face of all the earth (Genesis 11:1-9).
2
Now the world has become a global village through modern technology that the nations have become neighbors and are living together or alongside each other.
3
See discussion on species next page.
4
Joseph Barndt, Understanding and Dismantling: The Twenty-First Century Challenge To White America, (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2007), pp. 66-67.
1
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WHITENESS AND BLACKNESS:
purpose of serving and supporting
the interests of White People.
Blacks and other nonwhites were
defined in terms that made them
less than human, and, consequently,
had no human rights and could be
killed without fear of persecution
and prosecution.

of Scripture, they deny the existence
of God, for the concept of God
includes that God cannot lie, and if
God says that He “made from one
man every nation of mankind to live
on the face of the earth,” and this
is not the case, then God must not
exist.

This assumption was the basis of
the lynching of many Blacks and
the genocide that wiped out more
90 percent of native Indians. Only
Whites qualified for citizenship and
the privileges that came with it.
That being the case, all the systems
and institutions created were
created to serve White people, as
only White people were humans.
In addition to the social problems,
there is another problem, a special
problem posed by the classification
of human beings according to race.

The doctrine of the plurality of races
also has soteriological implications.
If all humans were not ultimately
derived from one man or ancestor,
this would pose an insoluble
problem in terms of the provision
of a single redeemer to represent
all the races of mankind. If every
race were a separate species with
a separate ancestor, many saviors
would be needed to represent and
save humans. The fact is there is
one species of human beings. This
is established by the very definition
of species as an inter-breeding
community. Human beings do interbreed.5

THE SPECIAL PROBLEM WITH
THE CLASSIFICATION OF
HUMAN BEINGS ACCORDING
TO RACES
First of all, if race is a biological
classification of human beings
into groups based on certain
morphological and external
characteristics, then there is more
than one human ancestry to account
for the many that exist. For example,
Whiteness and Blackness, in as much
as they are two different races, have
two different ancestors, but this is
a flat denial that God made from
one ancestor or man every nation of
mankind to live on all the face of the
earth…” (Acts 17:26).
The implication is enormous. By
denying that God made from one
ancestor or man every nation of
mankind, advocates of the plurality
of races also deny the infallibility
and inerrancy of Scripture.
Moreover, in denying the infallibility
8

5

This explains the existence of Mulattos.

If anything at all, this disproves
the theory of many races and
proves that God made from one
ancestry everyone who dwells on
the face of the earth. If humans
were of separate races or species
from different ancestors, they
could not inter-breed. This was
the importance of drawing Eve
out of Adam and not making her a
separate creation and, thus, meeting
the requirements of Acts 17:26: That
God “made from one man every
nation of mankind to live on the face
of the earth.”
Moreover, if this were not the
case that there is one species of
humans from one ancestry, Adam
could not stand as the head and
representative of mankind, and
Christ could not have been the
second Adam and the single
redeemer of mankind. It is because
Adam is the Federal head of all

continued from page 7

mankind, and we stand in solidarity
with him that Christ, as the single
Redeemer, descending from Adam
can represent every descendent of
Adam. There is none to whom He
is not related by blood. He is the
Kinsman Redeemer of all the nations
of the earth. This would not have
been the case, say if Blacks and
Whites had separate ancestors.
The unity of mankind is necessary
for the single redeemer-substitute.
In Romans 5: 12-17 we read:
Therefore, just as sin came into the
world by one man death through
sin, and so death spread to all
man because all sinned… For if
because of one man’s trespass,
death reigned through one man,
much more those who receive the
abundance of grace and the free
gift of righteousness reign in life
through the one man, Jesus Christ.

We conclude that mankind is not a
plurality of races, but a plurality of
Adamic Nations, sharing the same
line of heredity. It is necessary
that it should be thus, so that one
Redeemer could save the plurality
of nations, and that they could be
judged by the same standards (Acts
17:31).

TESTIMONY
WHAT THEN?

marvelous wonders and transformations that He alone has done.

9
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Well, by God’s grace I soon came to
Christ and returned to Minnesota. I
attended the U of M and church—
and Allen, I ate the bible! By God’s
grace I studied, and studied, and
studied, spending hundreds of
dollars on books, dictionaries,
commentaries, etc.—my emphasis
was always doctrine. I stumbled
upon Calvin, Edwards, Pink, Packer,
Tozer, and Sproul, but also books
by Arminian—Wesley and Ryrie. I
concluded much to the chagrin of

•

I soon returned to Atlanta, again,
pursuing music. I was employed
at Bally’s Fitness and there met a
Christian named Allen, a man full
of the Holy Spirit and a love for
Christ. Allen pursued me in the
Lord like a hound dog who caught
scent of the catch! At one point in
my stubborn refusal to “accept a
Jesus made in the image of white
folk” who I knew at the very least
was from the “Middle East,” Allen
told me, “Darrin if I could shove this
bible down your throat and make
you eat this life saving truth I would
do it.” He was so upset! Not realizing
that I could see in him a love
that was pursuing me, un-loved
me, relentlessly... The Lord knew
exactly who to send for someone
who didn’t know anything but
thought he knew everything!

N A T I O N S

I soon returned to Atlanta, by
myself at 17, there I lived with a
drug dealer and pursued music.
Outside of the partying it was
about as normal as life had been
for me. I was a junior in high school
with a 21 year old girlfriend, a lot of
money, and on the B honor role. I
soon returned back to Minnesota,
where I continued to pursue music
with a good friend who was in a
gang. I soon became associated
with the gang, flying out to L.A and
living there for about a year. There

were so many times I could have
died, whether it was being in a van
that was shot up, getting a gun put
to my head, my chest, or actually
being shot at by three individuals
and being hit in the hand.

A L L

My being born was really not a
celebrated event – it was shameful.
My mother was 17 years old and
her father a deacon of the church
for over 35 years. My mother
struggled significantly, an outcast
from her own family, and left to
raise me alone, as my father was in
prison during my birth and first few
years of life. This reality produced a
lot of anger and abuse. After prison
my father came to Minnesota
and was kind of in and out, at this
point his focus was himself, he
attended the U of M and received
his masters. He tried a couple of
times to take me in but was illequipped to raise a child. I think I
lived with him at the ages of 12 and
16. During my time with him the
model and example before me was
that of an educated womanizer,
and drug abuser. My father also
professed Islam. At one point he
got me hired at a night club, where
he was the head of security, picking
up glasses. When he grew tired of
the parenting life he sent me home.

O F

It is only when we understand our
common origin in God that we
understand also that in our essential
nature we are united. It is in this
solidarity of human beings is the
solidarity of sin and the need for a
single savior, even Jesus Christ. Sin
has social implications, and racism
is one of them. As believers, we
must uphold the dignity of every
human being as an image bearer
of God and proclaim and celebrate
the reconciliation of God in Christ
to us ill-deserving sinners, for we
are all one in Christ Jesus. And if we
are Christ’s then we are Abraham’s
offspring, heirs according to the
promise (Galatians 3:28-29).

praise to God. Our very lives, God’s very own creation, should mirror the

V O I C E

We have seen that the pseudoscientific biological classification
of humans according to race
dehumanizes and must be
abominated. It is a form of hedonic
utilitarianism that has produced
the greatest amount of happiness,
through political and socioeconomic
advantages, privileges and
power for the greatest number
of one people group (Whites),
at the expense of other people
groups subjugated and treated as
subhuman.

There is beauty in the creation that man makes in reverence, honor and

T H E

As Christians, we need to return
to and maintain the Biblical
understanding of human beings,
that our existence and being
(essence) are grounded in the
being of God. When we think
of human beings in toto, it must
always be done in relation to the
concept of God, for “In him we move
and have our being;... For we are
indeed his offspring” (Acts 17:28 cf.
Genesis 1:26-27). This ontological
understanding of humans is decisive
for how we think about other
people groups and relate to them in
the social sphere.

Darrin Gregory

FROM THE EDITOR
CASTING A VISION

The leadership of ANCF
trusted that God would
grow the church despite
the lack of a conventional
church building, and in
the Lord’s time, open a
building to the church.
God had already provided
inexpensive office space
for the pastors and
midweek gatherings, and
a church building could
wait.

V O I C E
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All Nations Christian
Fellowship began as a
shared dream between
three pastors serving
at Bethlehem Baptist
Church in 2005. That fall
a small group of people
began meeting with
the pastors to pray and
dream about planting a
multi-racial and socially
diverse church in Brooklyn
Center, Minnesota. The
group met regularly
throughout the fall and

continued from page 2

T H E

winter as they cast their
vision and invited others
to join them. All Nations
Christian Fellowship
was commissioned from
Bethlehem Baptist in
February 2006 and held
their first worship service
on March 5, 2006 at
Garden City Elementary
School in Brooklyn Center.

GOD’S GOODNESS
THROUGH TRIAL

The church, though,
was tested only six
months after launching,
in September 2006.
When the church
leadership learned that
the preaching pastor
had become disqualified
for eldership, he was
asked to resign. Through
this trial God was good
and He demonstrated
His faithfulness in
shepherding the church
through a season of
sorrow.
In January 2007, the
elders assembled a search
committee to fill the
vacant pastoral position.
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That November Dr. Allan
Joseph was unanimously
called to serve ANCF as its
Pastor for Preaching and
Vision. He was installed on
February 3, 2008. Within
a few months the church
offices had to relocate,
though the Sunday
services continued at
Garden City Elementary
School. Notwithstanding
the many changes, God
has remained immutable
in His faithfulness, for
which we thank Him and
for the privilege to serve
Him.
All Nations Christian
Fellowship continued to
grow, and in the fall of
2009, Jubilee Community
Church was commissioned
from ANCF as Pastor
John Erickson planted
a new church in South
Minneapolis. ANCF
continued its ministry in
Brooklyn Center despite a
smaller congregation.

HE’S DONE SO MUCH

The Lord has done many
wonderful things through
and among us. Last year
we supported missionaries
working in Europe, South
America, Asia, and Africa.
Our annual Festival of
Hope, is a time where God
allows us to minister to
families in the community
through giving away backto-school backpacks, food,
clothes, horse rides, music,
and most importantly the
gospel message. We have
been encouraged by the
many lives that have been
transformed through the
power of the gospel.

TESTIMONY
Continued from page 9
of my old Baptist Pastor
and Sunday school teacher,
that TULIP seemed to be
more in line with God’s
sovereignty and electing
grace, clearly spelled out by
Paul in the 10th and 11th
chapters of Romans. Well
due to that, along with an
inability to shut my mouth,
(that the Lord has yet to
deliver me from)... it was
made clear that the kind of
things that I was lifting were
not welcome. Frustrated
and unsure, I prayed for
direction and confirmation.
That weekend while
working at the convention
center, I happened across a
conference with a banner
reading...Desiring God! I
sat in the conference room
and listened with tears, to
this small, balding white
man, preach the things that
I knew in my heart where
true of God and His word!
I sought out his church,
Bethlehem Baptist, took
classes there, and became
even more annoying to my
church and Sunday school
teacher. Shortly afterward I
met the Pastor of ANCF.
I now have a newborn and
four year old son. They are
surrounded by people who
love God and is growing
up with the opportunity to
know God as He should be
known! It is so contrary to
the reality that I grew up in.
When I look at his life I see
the amazingly awesome
redemptive power of Christ
working itself out in me,
even me!

Y

MISSIONS & MINISTRY
ANCF Youth
Experience
The Joy Of
Sharing Christ

N A T I O N S
•
S U M M E R

Continued on next page

A L L

In an impoverished
community, with few
positive role models, and
high teen suicide and
drug addiction rates, these
were very encouraging
signs. While the team
recognized that one
week’s work would not
change the world, they

O F
2 0 1 1

From March 14-17
the team assisted the
community in a variety
of ways. They painted

As the team served the
community and interacted
with the children, they
found that several of
the kids opened up
more and expressed
greater appreciation for
their presence. As the
team was a source of
encouragement to the
community’s children,
so also the children’s
response was a source
of encouragement to
the team. Both Michael
and Auryanna recounted
how certain children
had begun with a cold

disposition but warmed
as the week went on. As
one of the first kids arrived
at basketball camp the
first day he commented
to his friend, in Michael’s
presence, that he did not
like white people. But
by the third day he had
opened up significantly
and was talking to Michael
openly without any issue.
In Vacation Bible School
as well, as the children
became more familiar
with the volunteers, they
sought more to sit near
them, talk with them, and
in one case even invited
them to their house.

V O I C E

It was to this community
that two of ANCF’s youths,
Michael Cushing and
Auryanna Owens, traveled
from March 11-20. The
trip was part of an annual
service project for Hope
Academy’s tenth graders
and included each of the
school’s 15 class members
along with nearly a
dozen other volunteers
from Minnesota, Iowa,
Wisconsin, and Tennessee.
The group spent most
of the first couple days
traveling by bus to
Cibecue, arriving late on
the 12th and resting on
the 13th.

After painting and
construction each of the
first three days, some of
the team members would
transition into roles in
the basketball camp and
Vacation Bible School.
Michael, who plays on the
Hope Academy basketball
team, assisted
with the
basketball
camp. He led
10-20 youths
in basic and
advanced drills
tailored to their
abilities and
scrimmaged
with them.
Auryanna also
helped with
the basketball
camp, but
devoted about
half her time
to the Vacation
Bible School.

During two of the days
she worked with nearly 30
children, engaging them
through crafts, plays, and
stories aimed at conveying
the love of God and the
saving message of Jesus
Christ. Michael acted the
part of a pastor in one of
the plays, encouraging
a young girl to bring her
concerns to Jesus when
no one else would listen
to her.

T H E

by Ben Danielson
Cibecue, Arizona is a
rural community with a
predominantly Native
American population
of approximately
1,500. It is a poor area
with few employment
opportunities – as of
2009, 63% of its residents
were living in poverty and
34% were unemployed.
Located within the Fort
Apache Indian Reservation
98 miles northeast of
Phoenix, it sits at an
elevation just shy of 5,000
feet.

the entire exterior of
two houses, finished
the building of a Youth
Recreation Center, led
daily basketball camps and
a Vacation Bible School,
and hosted a community
picnic. Each day the team
members were up by 7:30
a.m., ate together at 8:00,
had a devotional time
at 8:30, and cleaned up
before beginning their
work day around 9:30.
They would then work on
one of the service projects
until 3 in the afternoon.
Auryanna helped with
the house painting while
Michael assisted with the
ceiling, siding, and roof of
the double-garage-sized
Rec Center.
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were also confident that their labor
was not
not in
in vain.
vain. One
One of
of the
the main
main
was
lessons Michael
Michael took
took away
away from
from the
the
lessons
week was
was to
to pay
pay attention
attention to,
to, and
and
week
be thankful
thankful for,
for, the
the little
little victories.
victories.
be
was aa definite
definite step
step in
in the
the right
right
ItIt was
direction to
to provide
provide the
the town
town with
with
direction
a Rec Center, help families in need,
and further
further expose
expose the
the people
people to
to the
the
and
Gospel in
in deed
deed and
and truth.
truth. The
The work
work
Gospel
remains in the hands of the Lord to
do with
with itit as
as He
He pleases
pleases and
and to
to build
build
do
from itit what
what He
He will,
will, making
making every
every
from
positive step
step worthwhile.
worthwhile.
positive
As aa final
final blessing
blessing to
to the
the community,
community,
As
the team
team concluded
concluded their
their time
time in
in
the
Cibecue by hosting a picnic. About
50 people
people from
from the
the area
area attended,
attended,
50
enjoying the
the food
food and
and games
games that
that
enjoying
were provided. One man from the
community expressed
expressed thankfulness
thankfulness
community
to Auryanna
Auryanna for
for the
the team’s
team’s service
service
to
and active
active proclamation
proclamation of
of the
the
and
Gospel,
recognizing
that
in
an
Gospel, recognizing that in an
area where
where the
the majority
majority profess
profess
area
no religious
religious affiliation
affiliation –– and
and where
where
no
most who do adhere practice Native
American spirituality,
spirituality, Mormonism,
Mormonism, or
or
American
Roman Catholicism
Catholicism –– there
there is
is aa great
great
Roman
need for the declaration of the true
Gospel of
of God’s
God’s saving
saving grace.
grace.
Gospel
On March
March 18th
18th the
the team
team departed
departed
On
from Cibecue.
Cibecue. But,
But, before
before heading
heading
from
directly
home
they
stopped
off at
at the
the
directly home they stopped off
Grand Canyon.
Canyon. They
They were
were impressed
impressed
Grand
by the
the beauty
beauty and
and grandeur
grandeur of
of
by
the site. “How can anyone not
believe there
there is
is aa God
God …
… with
with such
such
believe
design?”Michael
Michael reflected.
reflected. The
The
aa design?”
team witnessed what King David
had acknowledged
acknowledged thousands
thousands of
of
had
years before,
before,“The
“The heavens
heavens declare
declare
years
the glory
glory of
of God,
God, and
and the
the sky
sky above
above
the
proclaims
his
handiwork.
”
(Psalm
proclaims his handiwork.” (Psalm
19:1) And,
And, as
as the
the apostle
apostle Paul
Paul
19:1)
echoed,“His
“His invisible
invisible attributes,
attributes,
echoed,
namely, his eternal power and divine
nature, have
have been
been clearly
clearly perceived,
perceived,
nature,
ever since
since the
the creation
creation of
of the
the world,
world,
ever
in the things that have been made.”
(Romans 1:20)
1:20)
(Romans
12
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Through their service, proclamation
of the
the Gospel,
Gospel, and
and observation
observation of
of
of
God’s beauty
beauty in
in creation,
creation, the
the team
team
God’s
saw firsthand
firsthand the
the power
power and
and grace
grace
saw
of God.
God. Though
Though the
the trip
trip has
has ended,
ended,
of
its impact
impact has
has not.
not. A
A relationship
relationship
its
was built
built with
with the
the community
community that
that
was
the youths hope will continue for
years to
to come.
come. New
New friendships
friendships were
were
years
formed within
within the
the team.
team. Seeds
Seeds were
were
formed
sown that the Lord may yet use to
save the
the lost.
lost. And
And an
an awareness
awareness and
save
excitement
for missions
was was
and
excitement
for missions

born with several volunteers. Both
Michael and
and Auryanna
Auryanna would
would like
like to
to
Michael
serve again.
again. “At
“At first
first II was
was not
not too
too
serve
excited about
about [going
[going on
on the
the trip],
trip],””
excited
said Auryanna,
Auryanna,“But
“But now
now II would
would
said
totally go
go back.
back.”” Cibecue
Cibecue especially
especially
totally
holds aa special
special place
place in
in her
her heart.
heart.
holds
“That was my first trip … that’s where
my heart
heart is
is and
and likely
likely always
always will
will be.
be.””
my
While this was their first mission trip,
they—and
—and we—hope
we—hope itit will
will not
not be
be
they
their last.
last.
their

ASK THE PASTOR
world already in existence and a
description of the conditions of
that pre-existent world when God
began His creative work.

Question:
“In the beginning was the Word...”
What does “the beginning” mean?
Is that the beginning of time, or
is that the beginning of God’s
existence?
Answer:
The phrase is a parallel to the
opening words of Genesis: “In the
beginning God created…” The
phrase can be interpreted in an
absolute sense or as a designation
of time. If the latter, it can also
be translated as, “When God
began to create.” This translation
is linguistically possible, but it
is not the natural and obvious
interpretation, as the transitional
statement of the second verse
would then be a reference to a

If this were the case, the implication
would be that the creative work
of God was merely the process of
transforming a preexisting world
or eternal matter. This is a denial
that God created out of nothing or
ex nihilo (See John 1:3). Genesis’
“In the beginning” must, therefore,
be accepted in an absolute sense
as a declaration that God is the sole
creator of the world. Thus, “In the
beginning” is a reference to the
beginning of everything that exists.
The beginning itself was a creative
fiat of God. Thus the phrase, “In the
beginning” is the ultimate limit of
the past of which we can conceive.
Beyond that point in time, no one
can go.
Now while there is a parallel
between the prologue of John and
the beginning of Genesis, they do
not have the same meaning.
Continued on page 19

Send you questions to: askthepastor@ancf.org
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ARTS

Idols for Destruction

Bezalel:
In God’s Shadow

by Herbert Schlossberg

that He alone has done.
We have so much to thank God for who He
has enabled us to be, through His mercy and
grace alone. We wonder at His greatness and
love for us as He fills us with His spirit, “with
ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all
craftsmanship to devise artistic designs, to work
in gold, silver, and bronze, in cutting stones for
setting and in carving wood, to work in every
craft” (Exodus 36:3-5).
We wonder at and are grateful for the abilities
God has blessed us with to reflect like Bezalel,
God’s shadow with our craft of expressive words.
We desire to give God all the glory which is due
unto Him.

N A T I O N S

In its very essence, we sometimes through words
are broken and even healed. Let these words
that we write, reflect what we see, while trying to
keep in step and be in His shadow, as well as be
a blessing to you as he works in us, molding and
transforming us in his beauty.

•
S U M M E R

Love Is

2 0 1 1

Continued on page 18

the marvelous wonders and transformations

A L L

One can immediately see
Schlossberg’s intent in
the opening chapter of
Idols For Destruction as
he ponders the meaning
of the fall of civilizations.
His concern, writing in
the early 1980s, was to
diagnose the ills of society
in light of God’s Word.
He begins the book
examining what the Bible
says about the decline of
civilizations. He observes,
“It is a curious fact that
the Old Testament, which
describes the beginning,
course, and end of a
number of societies, never
assesses them as being
on the rise or decline, as
progressing or regressing,
as growing to maturity
or falling to senescence.”
Instead, “…the biblical

lives, God’s very own creation, should mirror

O F

Some time ago a friend
posted a question on
Facebook, asking, “What
happens to the nation
whose God is not the
Lord?” Thirty years ago,
Herbert Schlossberg
sought to answer this
very same question and
his conclusions were
published in a remarkable
book entitled Idols For
Destruction. Why write a
book review in 2012 for
a book first published in
1983 (and republished
in 1990)? This book, like
few others, prophetically
captures the essence of
our culture—critiquing
and chastising it. The
book was relevant
when published, but
its relevance has only

in reverence, honor and praise to God. Our very

V O I C E

by John Caneday

There is beauty in the creation that man makes

T H E

Schlossberg, Herbert.
Idols for Destruction: the
Conflict of Christian Faith
and American Culture.
Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 1990.

increased in the years
since its publication.
Schlossberg argues that
idolatry is at the heart
of cultural decay, and
describes in horrific detail
the results. He writes, “…
when the people turn
to idolatries, and the
outcome of those faiths
become incarnated in
society’s institutions, the
rot sets in. What happens
in the future depends
on the moral state of
the people who decide
to follow one course
of action rather than
another.”

by Sharla Joseph
Love is eternally adored, as the Father loved his Son
With embraces that cannot be abhorred.
Love is eternally known as a behavior
that people often refer to as the
Sacrifice made by our eternal Savior.
Love is eternally known as an emotion
that lasts forever and always causes commotion.
Love is a gift that is precious,
Whose price comes in no form,
but in our lives conforms
Love should not begrudging
but like from our Father, given freely and willingly.
Continued on page 15
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CHRIST, LORD OVER ALL LIFE
Parenting as Christians

S U M M E R

2 0 1 1

Dana and Yvette Davis have a very unique
perspective on parenting. The Davis’ have been
happily married for 15 years, but something
happened to Dana and Yvette during that time
that drastically changed how they had been
raising their children. What was that “drastic
change”? Christ! Dana and Yvette became
Christians. Not very many parents have had
the experience of raising one set of children
before knowing Christ (the Davis’ have four adult
children, who live on their own). Then, after
becoming Christians, raising a second group
of children, which include a teenager, and two
grandchildren ages nine and seven. I spoke with
them both about this experience.

N A T I O N S

Dana: Competition with
the world is the biggest
challenge. Nowadays
children want to be
free spirits in the sense
that they are free to do
whatever they feel is right.
There’s nothing governing
them. Television is a
powerful influence.
Yvette: We’re in the world,
not of it. We try not to
isolate the kids from
the world but it’s a hard
balance. The kids would say
‘You’re so strict, my friends
can do this and that and
their parents are Christian’s
too, so why can’t we?’
Even though their friend’s
parents may be Christians,
they still could have
different family values.

T H E

V O I C E

O F

What is the biggest
challenge in raising
children according to
Godly principles?

A L L

•

by Damone Bester
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Yvette: Before, I was only
concerned about what I
thought was best. Now, it’s
a team effort. We work at
being on the same page.
We’re united.
What are some things
you’ve done to introduce
your children to Christ?
Dana: We do family
devotions, pray in front of
the children, have godly
friends over to the house,
so they can see how other
Christians interact. It’s
important to have other
godly influences in the
kid’s lives.
Yvette: Pray with them
about things that are going
on personally in their lives.
Have any of the kids
told you a prayer was
answered?

THE DAVIS FAMILY
Pictured left to right:
(back) Dana and Yvette
(front) Kalen, Nehemiah
and Akeya
Talk about the
adjustments you’ve had
to make in parenting after
becoming Christians.
Dana: Now, I’m a reflection
of Christ and I need to
show that to the children.
Before, I wanted that kids
to believe I was hip or cool.
My life needs to reflect
Christ and what the
Bible says.

Yvette: Yes, for example,
there was a bully at school
being mean to Akeya.
After praying about the
situation, Akeya came
home and said ‘that girl
was nicer to me.’ They can
see that prayer works.
Describe how differently
your approach to
discipline is now,
compared to, before
knowing Christ?
Dana: I was verbally harsh.
Yvette: There was no Holy
Spirit to convict me. If I felt
it, I said it.
Dana: I do still spank
at times, but there is
instruction with it. Now, I
can explain to them how to
submit. I teach them how
to respond to discipline.

Yvette: I tell them, if they
don’t submit or obey us,
they won’t obey God
either. This frees you as a
parent. If I say “yes” or “no”
to something, it’s because I
am following God’s word.
Dana: We can get
the answers from The
Bible. Discipline reflects
relationship with the
heavenly Father.
What are some ways you
extend grace to your
children through your
attitudes or actions that
show them Christ governs
how you raise them?
Yvette: An example of
that might be, when the
children have gotten
into trouble we have,
at times, explained that
although they deserved
a certain punishment
or consequence for that
behavior, we have decided
to give them a less severe
consequence. This is a
reflection of God’s grace
toward us, God does not
punish us as we deserve
because of Christ.”
Any fear that the kids
would take advantage
of that?
Yvette: No, we explain
it to them so that they
understand. We let them
know that they didn’t get
away with anything.
Dana: Another way
to extend grace is by
admitting to the kids when
we’ve done something
wrong. When we sin, we
ask for their forgiveness,
as parents we make
mistakes too.

ARTS

continued from page 13

Facing Race through Grace
by Damone Bester
Facing race through grace, many brave women and men have tried.
Pushing past their fears and prejudices, letting their conscience decide.
What’s right or wrong? What’s good or bad?
This hard work and “human effort” should make us all sad.
Does anyone ponder the providential power of our Lord and King?
Take a moment and think of it; it’s a beautiful thing.

T H E

You don’t look like me. And, I don’t look like you.
But have you ever considered, we’re not supposed to?

V O I C E

God’s creative genius isn’t confined to just one color.
You could be Green with Pink Polka dots and still be my brother.

O F

Bumper stickers tell us COEXIST, so we can “all just get along”.
But, their center isn’t Solo Cristo; so their premise is dead wrong.

A L L

There’s only one group of people, called the Human Race.
And, we should all bow down and thank God for his grace.

N A T I O N S

Brothers and Sisters, reconciling race through grace was already done for you and me.
It involved a loving Savior; three nails and a Tree.

•

Him with Her and Her with Him

S U M M E R

by Sharla Joseph

2 0 1 1

The joy that shot through her was piercing.
She believed that she had never felt this feeling of being fulfilled.
The burden of guilt, remorse and pain was uplifted and an overwhelming sense of peace descended.
Him with her
Help had descended upon her,
Saving grace had been given to her,
At that quick second, she had been conquered.
She felt loved, she felt cherished and the first step of faith would be that of purity.
Pride in whom she had become could not be described,
She no longer felt defiled.
She no longer felt unsure.
Her healing had begun and the pain that she knew existed was washed away.
She was new and she had found home.
She did not know that life was this good and was grateful for the new life into which she was ushered.
Her Savior had not forgotten her and she was safe.
He had embraced her as his own and she was safe.
Him with her
Her with Him

15

PRAYER
by Ben Danielson
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If you set your mind
to it, focus your
time and attention
on it, give yourself
wholeheartedly to it,
have all the tools and
resources needed for
it, and are assisted by
gifted people in it, what
is the greatest thing
you can accomplish?

N A T I O N S

•

W I N T E R

This is worth asking,
because you will not
get a “redo” on this life.
However you live, it
will stand for eternity,
whether for good or for
bad. Therefore, it is worth
asking yourself, “What is
the greatest thing I can
possibly accomplish with
this life?”

T H E

V O I C E

O F

A L L

How you answer that
question will inevitably
depend on your answer
to at least two other
questions:

16

1.What makes something
“great”?
2. How is something great
accomplished?
What makes something
great? Something can
only truly be considered
“great” if it fulfills the
purpose for which it exists.
It may be considered a
“great” thing if a race horse
wins a big race, but who
would consider it “great”
if that same horse were
turned into dog food?
That may serve a purpose,
but it would not be “great”.
A race horse is bred to
race – and to win. In the
mind of its owner, breeder,
and jockey anything less
is not “great”. Or, take a
convention center, for
example. It is built to
draw and support large,
important, and useful
events. The more and
better the events it draws
and accomodates, the
“greater” its usefulness.
But if it fails at that point, it
fails; it is not “great”.

What about men and
women? What makes us
and our actions great?
We were formed by God
to know and show how
good and valuable He
is that others may join
with us in knowing and
showing His goodness (i.e.
in “glorifying” Him; cf. Isa.
43:6-7; Rev. 4:11; 5:13). If
our lives accomplish that
end, they are “great”. If
they do not, whatever
opinions men might have
of us, our lives have not
been great in the sight
of God. Our life is great
if it meets its intended
end – the display of
the beauty and worth
of God, our Maker. The
individual decisions and
actions that make up our
life are “great” only so far
as they tend toward the
accomplishment of that
end.
But how is that
accomplished? Can a
man or woman simply
get up in the morning
and show how beautiful
and praiseworthy God
is? Is it that easy? There
are many things we can
do. We can study, serve

others, prepare meals,
make speeches, give
money and possessions,
listen patiently, laugh
wholeheartedly, and
respond empathetically.
With God’s enablement,
we can even do those
things with the sincere
aim that He be honored.
But would our doing those
things really show how
good and valuable He is
in such a way that others
would see and glorify God
in heaven? (cf. Matt. 5:16)
Consider it this way: Can
you make someone else
love God? Can you fill
another person’s heart
with delight in God?
Can you enable another
person to trust God and
bear up under trials? Can
you successfully relieve
every person of every pain
through finding healing
in the Great Physician?
Of course not. You and
I, for our part, can make
every effort to help others
love, delight, persevere,
and find healing. But
that is the most we can
do – make the effort. We
cannot actually change
another person’s heart.

T H E

How can we
accomplish
something
truly great if
everything truly
great is beyond
our ability?
There is only one
answer: Pray.

V O I C E

(John 15:4-5). Therefore,
pray with us that He would
work to make people trust
Him, delight in Him, love
Him, and live in a way
that shows how good
and valuable He truly is in
Christ.

2 0 1 1 / 2 0 1 2

“great” in the hearts of
others if He did not work
in them. If we sincerely
desire great things in
the hearts of others, we
must pray. If we would
accomplish anything great
with our lives, we must
pray.

W I N T E R

While there is nothing
great within our reach,
there is nothing great
outside of God’s reach.
For our part, we ought to
strive to do all things with
excellence; with the aim of
honoring. And we ought
to pray that God would
enable us in that. Yet, we
must not let our prayers
stop there. Whether we
are working, teaching,
evangelizing, parenting,
or doing anything else,
we must pray that God
would work in the hearts
of those whom we serve
to edify, encourage, and
save them. We cannot
do our part rightly apart
from His grace; but, even
if we could, it would not
accomplish anything

•

We may not be able to
move another person to
love God; or trust Him with
their health, finances, and
future; or delight in Him
amidst difficulty. But God
is able. And He has said,
“Ask and you shall receive.”
(Matt. 7:7)

N A T I O N S

There is nothing beyond
God’s ability and He has
told us to ask Him for what
we need (Matt. 7:7-8).
Indeed, He reminds us that
often the single reason we
do not have what we need
is that we have not asked
Him for it (James 4:2b).

A L L

There is only one answer:
Ask the One who has the
ability. Pray.

O F

If our ultimate aim is to
cause people to know and
delight in the beauty of
God and we don’t have the
ability to accomplish that,
then what? Is our whole
pursuit doomed? How can
we accomplish something
truly great if everything
truly great is beyond our
ability?

Be not a person who “has
not” because you “ask not”
(James 4:2). Expect and
ask of God great things.
And, as you consider
All Nations Christian
Fellowship, please pray
with us that God would do
great things through us
for His glory in Brooklyn
Center and to the ends
of the earth. We can do
nothing apart from Him
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explanation of the end of societies
uses the concept of judgment. It
depicts them as either having
submitted themselves to God or else
having rebelled against him.” (p. 5)
Schlossberg echoes C.S. Lewis’s
remark that, “…human history…
[is] the long terrible story of man
trying to find something other than
God which will make him happy.” 1
Schlossberg argues we went astray
through the rejection of God’s
authority and the enshrinement of
humanism. He begins by decrying
humanists who, “are hostile to any
notion of law that is external to the
legislative organs under human
control, and this means that morality
cannot be predicated on universal
codes.” (p. 43) The humanist has
rejected the supernatural and
embraced the material—all that
exists is matter, and only matter,
matters. He writes, “Being poor is
the greatest evil, in humanitarian
thinking, because having material
possessions is the greatest good…
Modern materialism is not only
an ethical philosophy that places
a high value on money and
possessions but a social philosophy
that says that human relations are
determined by material factors.”
(p. 61) This materialist philosophy
being at the heart of humanitarian
project, explains what is perhaps
the most important concept in
the book—the power of envy, and
jealousy, in shaping and reshaping
human institutions—something
Schlossberg calls ressentiment.
The Humanitarian impulse, “is
not to raise those who are down
but to topple those who are up;
ressentiment is the motive.” (p. 55)

1

continued from page 13

Schlossberg exposes the fraud of
humanitarianism—it seeks not the
betterment of society, but simply
to “exercise power.” The state is the
humanitarian’s “lever of power” to
reshape society. (p. 75-76) It is the
state who, rather than God, becomes
“the Father.” Schlossberg says
“Looking to the state for sustenance
is a cultic act; we rightly learn to
expect food from parents, and when
we regard the state as the source of
physical provision we render to it
the obeisance of idolatry.” (p. 183)
Herein lies the central lesson of Idols
For Destruction:
“The paternal state not only feeds
its children, but nurtures, educates,
comforts, and disciplines them,
providing all they need for their
security. This appears to be a mildly
insulting way to treat adults, but
it is really a great crime because it
transforms the state from being a
gift of God, given to protect against
violence, into an idol. It supplies us
with all blessings, and we look to it for
all our needs. Once we sink to that
level, as Lewis says, there is no point
in telling state officials to mind their
own business. “Our whole lives are
their business.” The paternalism of the
state is that of the bad parent who
wants his children dependent on him
forever…The paternal state thrives on
dependency. When the dependents
free themselves, it loses power. It
is, therefore, parasitic on the very
persons whom it turns into parasites.
Thus, the state and its dependents
march symbiotically to destruction.”
(p. 184)

The paternal state grappling for
power, in opposition to God, and its
Machiavellian means of maintaining
power, lead to the kinds of policies
en vogue in national capitals across
the globe. Governments use
monopoly power over the creation

of currencies and their inflationary
policies to enrich themselves at the
expense of its citizenry, all the while
giving the perception of economic
expansion. America has been
pursuing inflationary monetary
policy for decades, but never so
rapidly as the last three years.
These policies, Schlossberg writes
have, “both moral and economic
consequences.” (p. 99) He adds, “A
society that inflates its currency
tampers with a moral value. If the
economic system lacks the basic
honesty that permits economic
transactions to reward both seller
and buyer, lender and borrower,
there can be no sense of justice.”
(p. 101) Yet it is “both a cause and
effect of moral decline… As long
as people think they are advancing
economically, the pressure to
continue inflating outweigh those
for stopping. When a society
becomes pragmatic, the moral
considerations seem less important
than the economic ones.” (p. 102)
Inflationary economies “promise
wealth without end.” Yet Christians
know, as Jesus teaches, “the poor
you always have with you.” (John
12:8) Ours is not a world of “wealth
without end”--ours is a “world of
scarcity.” He argues, “…compound
interest without end and growth
without end are in the same
category as entitlements without
end; they are illusions. But illusions
in which people place their faith
take on a sinister reality. When they
are cashed in without sufficient
resources to pay everyone off,
then a process of allocation must
be devised to settle claims. That
process often is violence.” (p. 108)
If you doubt this, recall the power
of envy—it “cannot be assuaged
any more than cancer can be; they
are both pathologies whose very

Lewis, C. S. Mere Christianity: a Revised and Amplified Edition, with a New Introduction, of the Three Books, Broadcast Talks, Christian Behaviour,
and Beyond Personality. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 2001. 49.
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continued from page 12
being requires expansion to their
neighbor’s territory. There is no
fence that will ever be respected, no
limitation that will be recognized as
legitimate, no sense of proportion
or humility sufficient to smother a
sense of inferiority.” (p. 104) We’ve
recently seen these forces unleashed
around us—look at Greece
(or Wisconsin, for that matter)
where people facing the loss of
entitlements resort to violence and
mass protest.
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Send your questions to:
askthepastor@ancf.org

A L L

America long ago switched
allegiance with the One True God to
The State, and the American church,
in the guise of being “subject to the
governing authorities,” (Romans
13:1) is in danger of the same
apostasy. So, “what happens to a
nation whose God is not the Lord?”

Schlossberg has much more to say
than can be summarized in such
a brief review. But Schlossberg
is clear, “The practice of idolatry
has serious consequences, which
the prophets of Israel identified
as oppression, injustice, and
bloodshed.” (p. 262) But as C.S.
Lewis writes, “Perhaps civilization
will never be safe until we care for
something else more than we care
for it?” 2

O F

“People desire false teaching
because it enables them to absolutize
contingent systems to which they
have given allegiance. They seek
religious leaders who will bless their
idolization of the nation, or the state,
or the unrestricted pursuit of wealth
or power, or the acting out of their
hatred and ressentiment through
humanitarian policy.” (p. 255-256)

Thus, the statement, “In the
beginning was the Word and
the Word was with God and the
Word was God” speaks not of
the beginning of time or the
beginning of God’s existence,
but of his eternality. As such it is
a qualitative and not a temporal
designation. The statement, “And
the Word was made flesh and
dwell among us,” however, speaks
of Jesus Christ’s incarnation in
time (Jn. 1:14). Continuing to
be God, He took upon Himself
what He was not, flesh, and dwelt
among us for the salvation of his
people (Phil. 2:6-8).

V O I C E

He condemns the modern false
prophets and those with “itching
ears” (2 Tim. 4:3):

John’s “In the beginning” is not
the beginning of creation, for
creation comes in verse three:
“All things were made through
him and without him was not
anything made that was made.”
John’s “In the beginning” is,
therefore, a reference to the
period before creation. To be
sure, the word “was” is used
three times in the first verse with
different connotations: existence,
relationship and predication
respectively. Nevertheless, all
three uses of the word point
to the sphere of the Godhead
beyond creation and must be
understood akin to the “I am”
statements in John (Jn. 6:51; 8:12,
58; 11:25-26). The “Word” never
came to be. He simply was.

T H E

The state has become the central
god in the Humanist pantheon
because of the power inherent in
its function as arbiter of justice and
role as law keeper. Schlossberg
compares our age to the Kingdom
of Judah: “Ecclesiastical support for
the state idolatry is unconsciously
imitative of the temple religion
that endorsed and undergirded the
unjust rules of Judah.”

Schlossberg argues that one of the
clearest manifestations of God’s
judgment is a decline in wealth—
moral and monetary. Christianity
has built “moral capital” that we’ve
squandered, and upon which we are
now living. Once this reserve has
been used up, a range of horrors will
be unleashed upon a people. This is
the civilizational collapse—the long
prophesied lapse into barbarism.
One only has to read the Old
Testament to be reminded of these
scenarios. Recall Gideon threshing
wheat in his winepress, hiding from
the Midianites and Amalekites, so as
to avoid being plundered by these
foreign armies. (Judges 6) Ben
Hadad’s Siege of Samaria in 2 Kings
6 was appallingly brutal—people
resorted to eating dung and even
human flesh. The Israelites in 2
Kings 17 “burned their sons and
their daughters as offerings and
used divination and omens and sold
themselves to do evil in the sight of
the LORD, provoking him to anger.”
These are the sort of judgments
levied upon idolatrous nations in
the Bible. Our own national history
records analogous judgments: the
Civil War in particular was a time
of savagery, famine, mutilation,
destitution, rape, and pillage. The
Bible teaches that these things
are judgments from God—where
guilty and innocent are caught up
together in the judgment of God.

THANK YOU FOR READING THE VOICE
WOULD YOU CONSIDER
SUPPORTING US FINANCIALLY?
We hope you enjoyed this issue of The Voice of All Nations.
ANCF would like to use this as a tool to spread the Gospel to
the nations as well as the local community. To that end, please
consider supporting us financially.
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